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           We Walk the Walk!! 
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Pinellas County's newsletter 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

President: Stacy Geier:  

1st Vice President: Anju Galer 

2nd Vice President: Lavinia Weisz 

Secretary: Debra Wilson 

Treasurer: Janelle Makowski 

 

September 2026 

PINELLAS FEDERATED 
REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

 

Website: pinellasfrw.com 

Facebook site: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/282887896355480/ 

Next meeting will be Thursday, September 3rd 6PM. 

Clearwater  Library East at SPC Community Room 

 2465 Drew St., Clearwater, FL 

See flyer in this newsletter. 
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President’s Message 

 

 

This year marks 25 years 
since the attacks of 
September 11, 2001. As I 
reflect on that time, I 
remember watching the 
attacks unfold live while very 
pregnant with my first child. I 
remember how the hope and 
excitement I felt about 
bringing my first child into the 

world was suddenly replaced by fear of the world I 
was bringing her into. 
 
But that fear did not last. In the days and weeks 
that followed, I witnessed something I will never 
forget—a renewed sense of community, patriotism, 
and love for our nation. In many ways, that 
renewed spirit gave me a different kind of hope: 
hope in the strength of the American people and in 
our ability to come together during even our darkest 
moments. 
 
I want to encourage each of you to take a moment 
this month to reflect on September 11th and how 
that day affected our nation and each of us 
personally. We have members of our club who 
were in New York during the attacks and who carry 
very difficult memories of that day and the days that 
followed. I am especially grateful for their 
willingness to share their experiences and 
perspectives with us. 
 
The days following September 11th were filled with 
patriotism. I remember driving through 
neighborhoods where house after house proudly 
displayed the American flag. People seemed kinder 
and more forgiving toward one another. Differences 
were put aside, and for a time, we were reminded 
of what we had in common. We were Americans, 
and we were proud of this great nation. 
 
As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of our 
country this year, I find myself thinking about all that 
America has overcome. Our history has not been 
perfect. We have endured wars, including a 
devastating Civil War; struggled through the 
ugliness of slavery; fought for women’s right to 

vote; faced the assassinations and attempted 
assassinations of our leaders; and overcome 
countless other challenges that have tested our 
nation. 
 
Yet through it all, America has endured. 
 
Today, one of the challenges before us is 
something much quieter but no less important: civic 
apathy. In our most recent primary election, many 
local races were decided with voter turnout of only 
31%. While primary elections traditionally have 
lower participation, these races matter. Judges, 
municipal officials, school board members, and 
other local leaders make decisions that directly 
affect our families and our communities. 
 
We have an important opportunity to change that. 
 
As we look toward November, and beyond, I 
encourage each of us to make a commitment to be 
engaged in every election, not just the ones that 
receive the most attention. Talk to your family, your 
friends, and your neighbors. Make sure they know 
when and where to vote. Encourage them to learn 
about the candidates and the issues, and most 
importantly, encourage them to make their voices 
heard. 
 
Twenty-five years ago, our nation was reminded 
just how much we have in common. Twenty-five 
years later, as we celebrate 250 years of America, 
perhaps we can carry that same spirit forward. 
 
Let us remember where we have been, be grateful 
for how far we have come, and remain hopeful 
about where we are going. Our nation’s story is still 
being written, and each of us has a part in it. 
 
May we never take our freedom for granted. May 
we continue to honor those who sacrificed for it. 
And may we always remember that the strength of 
this great nation begins with citizens who care 
enough to participate. 
                                            
Stacy Geier, 
President PFRW 
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Events 
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August PFRW Meeting 
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It is time to secure the polls during Primary Election and General Election early voting and 
election days. Please send us an email to let us know which date you can attend Poll Watcher 
Training by sending a date confirmation email to administrator@pinellasrepublicans.com. 
 
Materials will be provided as part of the training. All instructions and supervision will be 
conducted by the Election Day Operations team. 
 
As a reminder, you must attend a training session in order to work as a poll watcher. 
 
Dates to choose from (only one necessary): 
 

• Saturday, September 5th 

• Saturday, October 3rd 
 
Time: 10AM 
 
Location for Training: 
 
Pinellas GOP Office 
9800 4th St N 
St Petersburg, FL 3370 
 
 
 

Sign up for Poll Watcher Training 
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Our Committees 

 

Join One!! Have Fun!! 

 
 

 
Committees are the machinery of an organization. We need staff to make it 
function. Please consider joining any or all of the following: 
  
 
EVENTS: 
If you would like to help plan an event for our club, please join this committee. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: Chairman: Lavinia Weisz 
We are looking to grow and expand with like-minded women. Let’s grow our 
membership. Attached to this newsletter is our membership application. Please 
share with friends and relatives. 
 
PUBLICITY: Chairman Bonnie Steinberg 
If you have an article of interest that you would like to submit to the Publicity 
Committee, please do so no later than the last Wednesday of the month. 
 
LEGISLATIVE/CAMPAIGN: Debra Wilson 
Voter Registration and following bills up in Tallahassee plus sign waving, door 
knocking and or phone banking or contacting by texting.  
 
BYLAWS: Julie Vayne 
If you like to read and interpret our bylaws, suggest amendments or just be 
knowledgeable about the rules by which we function, please consider this 
committee, 
 
Special Committees: 
CARING FOR AMERICA: Doris Sotirellis 
Caring for America encompasses the community, our schools, support for young 
mothers, mentorship, etc.  
 
ARMED SERVICES: Stacie Bolin 
Supporting our troops, our veterans, Honor Flights are major focuses of this 
committee. Please consider joining. 
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We are very excited to welcome all the new and returning members. 

Thank you for your membership and your involvement. You make the difference!!   
 

Welcome to the Pinellas Federated Republican Women’s Club where we Walk the Walk 

and not just talk the talk. We need You!! 
 

Time to renew your membership!! Payment can be made via Cash app. In the app 

search for Pinellas FRW. The membership renewal fee is still $30. Thank you for 

all you do for the club, Florida, and for our country! 

 

Dues can also be paid through the website pinellasfrw.com. Go to join the 

movement scroll down and click on the payment button and make the $30.00 

payment. 
 

Please reach out to Lavinia Weiscz, 2nd VP/Membership, at lavystyle@gmail.com 

727-597-2704. 
 

Pinellas FRW website: pinellasfrw.com 

Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/groups/282887896355480/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/282887896355480/
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Membership Application 

Pinellas Federated Republican Women 
PO Box #254 

Clearwater, FL  33757  

 

 

NEW MEMBER/RENEWAL 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Nickname __________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________ 

Home Phone: ____________________________ 

Cell Phone:  ____________________________ 

Email address:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Military service/elected official _________________________________________________________________ 

Areas of interest: (check at least one)   

☐ Membership 

☐ Legislation 

☐ Campaign Activities 

☐ Fundraising 

 ☐ Voter Registration 

 ☐ Social Media 

  ☐ Special Skills: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dues are $30.00 annually with renewal due in January of each year by cash or check payable to Pinellas Federated 

Republican Women or PFRW. Payment may also be remitted via Cash App, ID $Pinellas-FRW or through our website 

pinellasfrw.com. Go to join the movement scroll down and click on the payment button and make the $30.00 payment. 

Please mail your check to:  Pinellas Federated Republican Women PO Box #254 Clearwater, FL  33757  

You must be a registered Republican in good standing to be eligible to join.  Associate memberships are available for 

men. 

Any questions contact Lavinia Weisz, 2nd VP/Membership, at Lavystyle@gmail.com  727-597-2704 

________________________________________________ 
For office use only 

VR #    _________________ 

CD/SLD/PCT  _________________        Rev 01/26 

mailto:Lavystyle@gmail.com
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

PFRW Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, September 3rd 

 
9/11 

 
Friday, September 11th 

 
 
Pinellas GOP Poll Watcher Training 
 

• Saturday, September 5th 

• Saturday, October 3rd 
 

 
Key Election Dates for 2026 
The following are the key election dates for registration and voting for the 2026 election cycle:  
 
General Election 2026 
Deadline to send vote-by-mail ballots to UOCAVA voters: September 19, 2026 
Deadline to send vote-by-mail ballots to domestic voters:  September 24 2026 – October 1, 2026 
Deadline to register to vote:  October 5, 2026 
Deadline to request that ballot be mailed: October 22, 2026 
Early voting period (mandatory period):  October 24 – 31, 2026 
(Contact Supervisor of Elections for optional days of early voting) 
Election Day:  November 3, 2026 
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Members Circle 

 

 
 

Have a story to share?  We welcome comments from all members. 

Please contact Stacy Geier at stacy.geier@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:stacy.geier@gmail.com

