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Pinellas County's newsletter 

 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

President: Stacy Geier:  

1st Vice President: Anju Galer 

2nd Vice President: Lavinia Weisz 

Secretary: Debra Wilson 

Treasurer: Janelle Makowski 

Past President - Pam McAloon 

Parliamentarian - Sharon Jank 

Correspondence Secretary - Misia Eisenhauer 

 

October 2026 

PINELLAS FEDERATED 
REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

 

Website: pinellasfrw.com 

Facebook site: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/282887896355480/ 

Next meeting will be Thursday, October 1st 6PM. 

Clearwater  Library East at SPC Community Room 

 2465 Drew St., Clearwater, FL 

See flyer in this newsletter. 
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President’s Message 

 

 

As we head into October and 
closer to the November 
election, I want to share a few 
important dates and 
encourage each of us to 
make sure we, and those 
within our own spheres of 
influence, are prepared to 
participate. 
 

October 5 — Voter Registration Deadline 
October 19 — Early Voting Begins in Pinellas 
County 
November 3 — General Election Day 
 
Vote-by-mail ballots for domestic voters are 
scheduled to be sent between September 24 and 
October 1, so many of you will have your ballots in 
hand by the time you read this. 
 
Our August primary gave us a powerful reminder 
that every vote truly matters. The Pinellas County 
School Board District 6 race was ultimately decided 
by just seven votes following a recount. Seven 
votes. In a race with nearly 48,000 ballots cast, the 
margin between victory and defeat came down to 
just seven votes. 
 
We cannot assume that our neighbors, friends, and 
family members will vote simply because we expect 
them to. We need to have conversations, share 
information, remind people about important dates, 
and encourage participation. Know the races and 
issues on your ballot, make a plan to vote, and 
encourage those around you to do the same. 
 
We are also seeing increased activity from the 
Democratic Socialists of America and candidates 
associated with the organization. In Florida, DSA 
member Angie Nixon won the Democratic primary 
for U.S. Senate in August, while other DSA-aligned 

candidates have been active in races throughout 
the state. Whatever our individual views of these 
candidates or their policies, their activity is a 
reminder that organized grassroots participation 
can have a meaningful impact on elections. 
 
So, I encourage each of you to walk the walk as 
members of Pinellas Federated Republican 
Women. Talk with your family, friends, and 
neighbors. Know the candidates and issues on your 
ballot. Consider volunteering with a campaign or 
civic organization; whether that means making 
phone calls, knocking on doors, assisting with voter 
outreach, or helping in another capacity. 
 
Our influence doesn't end when we leave a club 
meeting. It extends into our homes, neighborhoods, 
workplaces, churches, and communities. If we want 
to make a difference, this is the time to be 
engaged. 
 
On a more exciting note, your Executive Board has 
also been working on some new ideas to make our 
meetings even more enjoyable and to add some 
fun events after the election and throughout next 
year. We want PFRW to be a place where women 
come not only to learn and become more engaged, 
but also to build friendships and enjoy being 
together. 
 
If you have an interest in helping us plan events or 
have an idea you'd like to share, please reach out 
to me or any member of our Executive Board. We 
would love to have more of our members involved! 
 
Let's finish this year strong, stay engaged, and 
continue to walk the walk together.  
 
Stacy Geier, 
President PFRW 
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Submitted by Deb Wilson. 
 

P F R W  c o n n e c t s  y o u  w i t h  

PINELLAS PULSE  

Your Community. Your Voice. Your Pulse. 

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 6  |  S e r v i n g  P i n e l l a s  C o u n t y  

 

🍂   🍁   🍂   🍁   🍂   🍁   🍂   🍁   🍂  

Pinellas County's stunning Gulf Coast shoreline τ the heart of our community this fall season. 

🏘️    LOCAL LIFE & COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

The club members told us they wanted to hear more about our communities, so here we go, 

let’s see what our lead into fall brings us…. football, pumpkin patches, seafood festivals, and maybe some 

cooler weather is ahead.  Enjoy! 

 

Member Survey Results 
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Cleveland Street Is Clearwater's Biggest Comeback Story ɂ $200M in private investment, 

600 block under construction, new restaurants (Rippers, Streetlight Taco, Hanami), and the $50M EVO 

Entertainment Center 

Clearwater Library Marks 110 Years ɂ Carnegie legacy celebration at the Main Library 

 

Dunedin Goes Dry (and Delicious) This Fall 

 

Downtown Dunedin's Mocktail Walk has taken the city by storm τ a fun, sober bar crawl winding through the 

charming streets of one of Pinellas County's most beloved downtowns. The event showcases local restaurants and 

creative mocktail menus, proving you don't need a drink in hand to have a great time with your neighbors. With 

new mocktail stops popping up each year, this beloved event keeps getting bigger and better. Mark your calendar 

and bring a friend τ it's the social event of the season. 

PCS Weighs School Closures in $25M Cost-Saving Plan 

 

Pinellas County Schools has proposed closing seven schools as part of a sweeping $25 million cost-saving initiative. 

The recommendations have sparked community conversations across the county as families, educators, and school 

board members weigh long-term solutions to mounting budget pressures. Enrollment shifts, aging facilities, and 

post-pandemic funding gaps are all factors driving the proposal. Public input sessions are ongoing τ make your 

voice heard before decisions are finalized this fall. 

Dunedin's Downtown Transformation Continues 

A zoning change for the Dunedin parking garage has officially kickstarted Phase One of a major downtown 

development project. The Douglas Parking Center will bring 309 parking spaces and 25,000ς30,000 sq ft of ground-

floor retail and commercial space τ a welcome sign of growth for the city's thriving historic district. Local business 

owners are cautiously optimistic, and construction timelines are expected to move quickly into fall. Watch this 

space τ downtown Dunedin is about to look very different. 
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🍁     🍁  

🌴    FLORIDA TRENDS 

Florida Fall: Real or Myth? 

 

Good news τ fall IS coming, eventually. October temperatures across Pinellas County should ease into the low-to-

mid 80s, with overnight lows finally dipping below 70°F by late October. The autumnal equinox arrived September 

22, and while above-average sea surface temps are keeping things warmer than usual, the humidity relief is real 

and welcome. Translation: grab your lightest cardigan τ you may need by Halloween. Floridians know how to 

celebrate the season no matter what the thermometer says. 

E-Bikes: Pinellas Weighs In on New Rules 

 

After Gov. DeSantis vetoed a state e-bike regulation bill, Tampa Bay officials τ including those in Pinellas County τ 

are now exploring local ordinances to manage the growing e-bike boom on trails, roads, and beachside paths. 

Safety advocates and e-bike enthusiasts are both at the table, and the conversation is heating up. Expect new rules 

to take shape before year's end, with particular attention to the Pinellas Trail and Clearwater Beach corridors 

where e-bike traffic has surged. 

Pumpkin Spice Is Here ɂ And So Is Coastal Living Season 

 

October in Florida means the unofficial start of "resident season." Snowbirds return, traffic builds, and our favorite 

local restaurants start humming with life again. Whether it's fresh grouper sandwiches at the beach or a waterfront 

sunset happy hour, this is the time of year Pinellas locals remember exactly why they chose this slice of paradise. 

Embrace the season, support your local spots, and enjoy every golden-hour moment on the Gulf. 

Clearwater Beach Just Got a New Rooftop View 

Salt & Sky opens at the AC Hotel, plus three new eateries along the Beach Walk 
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🍂     🍂  

🎃    OCTOBER FALL EVENTS 

 

October in Pinellas County is packed with reasons to get out, connect, and celebrate the season. Here's your complete 

fall event guide. 

 

Event Date(s) Location Cost 

John's Pass Seafood Festival ς 
45th Year 

Oct 23ς25 John's Pass Village, Madeira Beach FREE 

Bluffs Wine Walk Oct 24, 3ς7 PM Belleair Bluffs City Hall $39/person 

Run for All Children ς 13th 
Annual 

Oct 24, 7:30 AM Johns Hopkins All Children's Hospital, 
St. Pete 

Registration req. 

Taste of the Beaches Oct 3ς11 Pinellas Beaches (Tierra Verde to 
Clearwater) 

$10/ticket 

    

AMPED Halloween Costume 
Party 

Oct 31, 6ς10 PM FloridaRAMA Impact Gallery, St. 
Petersburg 

See event page 

Clearwater Jazz Holiday Oct 15-18 Featured as the top event at 
Coachman Park with Chris Botti, 
Sheila El, Larkin Poe & more 

See event page 

CǊŜƴŎƘȅΩǎ пнnd Annual Store Crab 
Weekend 

Oct 23-25 Clearwater Beach classic See event page 

Candlelight Concerts ς Michael 
Jackson tribute + Halloween 
Classics 

Oct 24 Clearwater Marine Aquarium See event page 

 

John's Pass Seafood Festival ɂ 45th Year! 

 

📅  October 23–25  |  John's Pass Village & Boardwalk, Madeira Beach  |  FREE 
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One of the Gulf Coast's most beloved traditions is back for its 45th year. The John's Pass Seafood Festival brings 

three days of fresh Gulf seafood, live music across multiple stages, local artisan vendors, and coastal fun to the 

iconic boardwalk. Whether you're a longtime local or a first-timer, this is Pinellas County at its most festive and 

flavorful. Arrive early for parking τ this one always draws a crowd. 

Bluffs Wine Walk ɂ Belleair's Signature Fall Social 

 

📅  October 24  |  3:00–7:00 PM  |  Belleair Bluffs City Hall, 2747 Sunset Blvd  |  $39/person 

Sponsored by the Bluffs Business Association and The Silver Queen, the annual Bluffs Wine Walk is a beloved 

neighborhood tradition. Stroll through charming Belleair Bluffs, taste wines from local favorites, browse 

participating shops, and enjoy the warm community camaraderie that makes this little city shine. Tickets are 

available online τ grab yours before they sell out. 

Run for All Children ɂ 13th Annual Race 

 

📅  October 24  |  7:30 AM  |  Johns Hopkins All Children's Hospital, St. Petersburg 

Lace up for a great cause! This family-friendly community race benefits Johns Hopkins All Children's Foundation and 

the children and families they serve. Whether you run the full course, walk with a stroller, or cheer from the 

sidelines, you're supporting some of the most meaningful work in our community. Multiple race distances 

available. Registration is open now at allchildrens.org. 

Taste of the Beaches ɂ 10 Days of Delicious 

 

📅  October 3–11  |  Pinellas Beaches (Tierra Verde to Clearwater Beach)  |  $10/ticket 

For just $10 per ticket, foodies can sample signature dishes from some of the best waterfront restaurants on the 

Gulf. Taste of the Beaches is a fundraiser supporting local nonprofits τ so every bite you take gives back to the 

community. With dozens of participating restaurants spanning the full stretch of Pinellas beaches, plan your 

culinary crawl early. Grab your ticket at tasteofthebeaches.com. 
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AMPED Halloween Costume Party ɂ Art Meets All Hallows' Eve 

 

📅  October 31  |  6:00–10:00 PM  |  FloridaRAMA Impact Gallery, St. Petersburg 

Creative Pinellas throws the most artsy Halloween bash in town. Dress to impress τ or to terrify τ and celebrate 

All Hallows' Eve surrounded by incredible local art at the AMPED: Turn Up for the Arts exhibition. Part party, part 

gallery experience, this event celebrates the creative community that makes St. Pete one of the nation's top arts 

cities. Costumes encouraged. Creativity required. 

🍁     🍁  

⚖️    LEGISLATIVE LENS 

What happens in Tallahassee and at the County Commission doesn't stay there ñ it lands right here in our 

neighborhoods. Here's your plain-English breakdown of what matters most to Pinellas this fall. 

DeSantis Vetoes $13.7M in Pinellas Projects 

 

Governor Ron DeSantis cut $13.7 million in Pinellas County area projects from the new state budget, with 

significant impacts on elder care, hurricane hardening, animal welfare, and flood control. The largest cuts hit the 

PACE (Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly) program τ totaling nearly $4.5 million τ which would have 

funded 300 new senior care slots in Pinellas. Friends of Strays, the Lealman Exchange hurricane hardening project, 

and several critical stormwater and drainage projects also lost funding. The Governor framed the vetoes as fiscal 

discipline; local advocates frame them as a setback for some of Pinellas County's most vulnerable residents. 

Sen. DiCeglie Pushes Storm Recovery Fix 

 

Pinellas Republican Sen. Nick DiCeglie is leading the charge to repair unintended consequences of SB 180 τ a post-

storm law that has been used to block local governments from making unrelated planning decisions. His bill, SB 

840, would narrow SB 180's application to only storm-damaged properties, restoring local governments' ability to 
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move forward on broader community planning. DiCeglie is also championing a first-time homebuyer documentary 

stamp tax exemption and 911 center consolidation reforms τ two priorities with strong bipartisan appeal heading 

into fall session. 

County Commissioners Eye 2026 Legislative Priorities 

 

Pinellas County Commissioners have been briefed on the county's 2026 state legislative program, with top 

priorities including disaster recovery funding, beach nourishment, Resilient Florida grants, and E-911 fee 

adjustments. Major appropriation requests include improvements to the East Lake Road corridor (bridges and 

intersections), hurricane shelter hardening, and funding for Pinellas Hope τ the emergency shelter operated by 

Catholic Charities that serves hundreds of residents in need each year. With session underway, advocates and 

residents alike are watching closely. 

FEMA Flood Maps & Alligator Creek Watershed — Insurance rule changes coming for Clearwater 

properties, with public open house dates 

County Invites Developers to Reimagine Downtown Clearwater — 24.66 acres of County-owned 

land up for redevelopment 
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(Please see future dates for upcoming walks) 

 

    
 

    
 

Events 
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It is time to secure the polls during Primary Election and General Election early voting and 
election days. Please send us an email to let us know if you can attend Poll Watcher Training 
by sending a date confirmation email to administrator@pinellasrepublicans.com. 
 
Materials will be provided as part of the training. All instructions and supervision will be 
conducted by the Election Day Operations team. 
 
As a reminder, you must attend a training session in order to work as a poll watcher. 
 

• Saturday, October 3rd 
 
Time: 10AM 
 
Location for Training: 
 
Pinellas GOP Office 
9800 4th St N 
St Petersburg, FL 3370 
 
 
 

Sign up for Poll Watcher Training 
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Our Committees 

 

Join One!! Have Fun!! 

 
 

 
Committees are the machinery of an organization. We need staff to make it 
function. Please consider joining any or all of the following:  
  
 
EVENTS: 
If you would like to help plan an event for our club, please join this committee.  
 
MEMBERSHIP: Chairman: Lavinia Weisz 
We are looking to grow and expand with like -minded women. Letõs grow our 
membership. Attached to this newsletter is our membership application. Please 
share with friends and relatives.  
 
PUBLICITY: Chairman Bonnie Steinberg  
If you have an article of interest that you would  like to submit to the Publicity 
Committee,  please do so no later than the last Wednesday of the month . 
 
LEGISLATIVE/CAMPAIGN : Debra Wilson  
Voter Registration and following bills up in Tallahassee plus sign waving, door 
knocking and or phone banking or contacting by texting.  
 
BYLAWS: Julie Vayne  
If you like to read and interpret our bylaws, suggest amendments or just be 
knowledgeable about the rules by which we function, please consider this 
committee,  
 
Special Committees : 
CARING FOR AMERICA: Doris Sotirellis  
Caring for America encompasses the community, our schools, support for young 
mothers, mentorship, etc.  
 
ARMED SERVICES: Stacie Bolin  
Supporting our troops, our veterans, Honor Flights are major focus es of this 
committee. Please consider joining . 
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We are very excited to welcome all the new and returning members. 

Thank you for your membership and your involvement. You make the difference!!   
 

Welcome to the Pinellas Federated Republican Women’s Club where we Walk the Walk 

and not just talk the talk. We need You!! 
 

Time to renew your membership!! Payment can be made via Cash app. In the app 

search for Pinellas FRW. The membership renewal fee is still $30. Thank you for 

all you do for the club, Florida, and for our country! 

 

Dues can also be paid through the website pinellasfrw.com. Go to join the 

movement scroll down and click on the payment button and make the $30.00 

payment. 
 

Please reach out to Lavinia Weiscz, 2nd VP/Membership, at lavystyle@gmail.com 

727-597-2704. 
 

Pinellas FRW website: pinellasfrw.com 

Facebook site: https://www.facebook.com/groups/282887896355480/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/282887896355480/
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Membership Application 

Pinellas Federated Republican Women 
PO Box #254 

Clearwater, FL  33757  

 

 

NEW MEMBER/RENEWAL 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Nickname __________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ____________ 

Home Phone: ____________________________ 

Cell Phone:  ____________________________ 

Email address:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Military service/elected official _________________________________________________________________ 

Areas of interest: (check at least one)   

 δMembership 

 δLegislation 

 δCampaign Activities 

 δFundraising 

  δVoter Registration 

  δSocial Media 

   δSpecial Skills: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dues are $30.00 annually with renewal due in January of each year by cash or check payable to Pinellas Federated 

Republican Women or PFRW. Payment may also be remitted via Cash App, ID $Pinellas-FRW or through our website 

pinellasfrw.com. Go to join the movement scroll down and click on the payment button and make the $30.00 payment. 

Please mail your check to:  Pinellas Federated Republican Women PO Box #254 Clearwater, FL  33757  

You must be a registered Republican in good standing to be eligible to join.  Associate memberships are available for 

men. 

Any questions contact Lavinia Weisz, 2nd VP/Membership, at Lavystyle@gmail.com  727-597-2704 

________________________________________________ 
For office use only 

VR #    _________________ 

CD/SLD/PCT  _________________        Rev 01/26 

mailto:Lavystyle@gmail.com
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DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

PFRW Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, October 1 st  

 
Pinellas GOP Poll Watcher Training 
 

Saturday, October 3 rd 
 
Columbus Day 
 

Monday, October 12 th 
 
Halloween 
 

Saturday,October 31 st 

 
Key Election Dates for 2026 
The following are the key election dates for registration and voting for the 2026 election cycle:  
 
General Election 2026 
Deadline to send vote-by-mail ballots to domestic voters:  September 24 2026 – October 1, 2026 
Deadline to register to vote:  October 5, 2026 
Deadline to request that ballot be mailed: October 22, 2026 
Early voting period (mandatory period):  October 24 – 31, 2026 
(Contact Supervisor of Elections for optional days of early voting) 
Election Day:  November 3, 2026  
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Members Circle 

 

 
 

Have a story to share?  We welcome comments from all members. 

Please contact Stacy Geier at stacy.geier@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:stacy.geier@gmail.com

